
Revelation 2-3 – Letters to the 7 churches 

  In chapter 1, John was ordered by God to write down what he saw and send them to the 7 churches. 

The Word confirms to us in these chapters that each church of God has an assigned angel that can 

receive messages from God to relay down to the church or pastor.  

Lesson: God knows the status and works of every church. We can ask for discernment when attending 

churches, but it is not our place to condemn. 

   

 

Status Location Notes Warning\Promise (Reward for 
overcoming) …The one 
who 
conquers\overcomes… 

Loveless Ephesus God credits this 
church as not 
tolerating evil, 
testing those who 
were false apostles 
and hating the 
teachings of a 
Nicolaitan sect that 
taught Christians 
could participate in 
immoral activities. 

Return to their first love 
(loving God) or He would 
remove their lampstand 
(possibly meaning to lose 
God’s approval) 

2:7, “I will permit him 
to eat from the tree of 
life that is in the 
paradise of God.” 

Persecuted Smyrna This church was 
being slandered and 
persecuted by those 
that called 
themselves Jews. 
They did not do 
anything wrong, so 
this letter was a 
warning to stand 
strong against the 
persecution and 
receive the crown of 
life. (2:10, “Remain 
faithful even to the 
point of death, and I 
will give you the 
crown that is life 
itself.”) 

Some of their members 
would be thrown in 
prison and the church 
would experience 
suffering for 10 days. If 
they remained faithful 
even in death, they 
would receive the crown 
of life. 

2:11, “will in no way 
be harmed by the 
second death.” 

Compromising Pergamum God was pleased 
that this church was 
still clinging to Him 

If they did not repent, He 
would come down with 
His sword and make war 

 2:17, “I will give him 
some of the hidden 
manna, and I will give 



and not denying Him 
even though Antipas 
was martyred in the 
city. Some of the 
members were 
practicing the 
teaching of Balaam 
(Numbers 22-24 and 
31:16) by eating food 
given to idols\idol 
worship and sexual 
immorality along 
with the teaching of 
the Nicolaitans. 

with those who were 
sinning. 

him a white stone 
(debated between vote 
of acquittal in court, 
symbol of Roman 
hospitality or ticket to 
the 
Colosseum\martyrdom
) and on that stone will 
be written a new name 
that no one can 
understand except the 
one who receives it.” 

Corrupt Thyatira This church was 
performing greater 
deeds compared to 
when it started, yet 
they were following 
the teachings of 
Jezebel (sexual 
immorality and 
eating food 
sacrificed to idols). 

He would give those who 
did not repent a fatal 
disease. 

(2:26-29) “…I will give 
him authority over the 
nations— 
he will rule them with 
an iron rod and like clay 
jars he will break them 
to pieces, just as I have 
received the right to 
rule from my Father—
and I will give him the 
morning star.”  
(referencing Ps. 2:9 - 
“You will break them 
with an iron scepter; 
you will smash them 
like a potter’s jar.”) 
 
 

Dead  Sardis This church was said 
to have a reputation 
like it was alive, but 
to God, they were 
dead. Possibly 
because they were 
not teaching sound 
doctrine and 
teaching. Some 
members were 
credited for 
remaining out of sin 
and walking dressed 
in white like Jesus. 

(3:3) “..If you do not 
wake up, I will come like 
a thief, and you will 
never know at what hour 
I will come against you.” 

(3:5) “…will be dressed 
like them in white 
clothing, and I will 
never erase his name 
from the book of life, 
but will declare his 
name before my Father 
and before his angels.” 

Faithful Philadelphia This church was 
complemented by 

Promised to bring those 
who persecuted them to 

(3:12) “….I will make 
him a pillar in the 



God for remaining 
faithful and not 
denying Him even 
with persecution 
from false Jews (God 
called them a 
Synagogue of Satan) 

bow in front of them and 
to keep them from the 
hour of testing that was 
about to come on the 
whole world to test 
those who lived. 

temple of my God. 
Never shall he go out of 
it, and I will write on 
him the name of my 
God, and the name of 
the city of my God, the 
new Jerusalem, which 
comes down from my 
God out of heaven, and 
my own new name.” 

Lukewarm Laodicea (3:15-16) (N.E.T.) 
Laodicea was near 
two other towns, 
each of which had a 
unique water 
source. North was 
Hierapolis which had 
a natural hot spring, 
often used for 
medicinal purposes. 
East was Colossae 
which had cold, pure 
waters. In contrast 
to these towns, 
Laodicea had no 
permanent supply of 
good water. Efforts 
to pipe water to the 
city from nearby 
springs were 
successful, but it 
would arrive 
lukewarm. The 
metaphor in the text 
is not meant to 
relate spiritual 
fervor to 
temperature. 
Instead, the 
metaphor condemns 
Laodicea for not 
providing spiritual 
healing (being hot) 
or spiritual 
refreshment (being 
cold) to those 
around them. It is a 
condemnation of 

(3:18) Called them 
wretched, pitiful, poor, 
blind, and naked. Then 
in the next verse, urges 
them to purchase His 
gold refined by fire (to 
become rich), white 
clothing (to cover their 
nakedness, and eye 
salve (so they can see; 
Laodicea had famous 
medical school and 
exported a powder 
(called a “Phrygian 
powder”) that was 
widely used as an eye 
salve.) 

(3:22) “…permission to 
sit with me on my 
throne, just as I too 
conquered and sat 
down with my Father 
on his throne.” 



their lack of work 
and lack of witness. 

 

   After these letters, we do not find out the outcome of the churches and Chapter 4 moves us to the 

throne room with the 24 elders\thrones and the 4 living creatures. 
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